[image: image1.png]SOMERSET

County Council



QUESTIONS TO SUPPORT ASSESSMENT OF READING BASED 

ON THE ASSESSMENT FOCUSES FOR READING
These prompts should be effective for children at all levels if they are reading a book correctly matched to their reading ability.

Exact phrasing of questions will need to be adapted to the maturity and ability of the reader.
	Assessment Focus
	Things to look for 
	Questions to ask 

	AF1

Use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text to read for meaning

Word finder

Illustrator

Question Finder
	Child is able to decode unfamiliar words using phonic strategies. 

Can break down longer words into syllables for decoding. 

Can read high frequency words. 

Can use sentence and whole-text knowledge to support decoding. 

Reads with regard to punctuation. 

Reads expressively and fluently.
	How can we work out what this word says?

Can you break this word down?

Does that make sense?

Can you read that sentence again with expression?



	AF2

Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotations and references to text
Word finder

Question finder

Summariser
	Recalls main events. 

Answers literal, straightforward questions. 
Connects words and illustrations.
Says what they have found out.
Says what happened; scans text to locate answers Knows where to look in text for information.
Uses words and dialogue directly from text to support answers.
	What…  Which...  Who?
Which words...?      

What is the name of...?  

What happened?  

What other word would make sense here?

Make true/false statements for child to respond to. 

Ask child to devise true/false statements.

	AF3

Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts
Feelings finder

Question Finder

Actor/Director

Link Maker
	Can make prediction.
Connects information from across the texts and links this to make a response.
Distinguishes between important and unimportant detail.
Uses clues from what characters do and say to explain their motives.
	Why? How? What might happen?

How can you tell that? 

What interests you about..? 

Why do you think? 

Can you explain..?

How did the character feel? 

How do we know that? What clues are there? 

What is the atmosphere/mood like? 

Why is this important? 

What do these words tell us about the feelings? 

Can you find two pieces of evidence that show..? 

Can you explain your answer? 

Does this surprise you – why/why not? 

	AF4

Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features Mind Mapper

Summariser

Word Finder
	Can the child navigate the text – index, glossary, title, headings, and layout? 

Do they relate illustrations to text and cross-reference these? 

Do they link these different aspects to understand the text?
	How does the title/cover/blurb encourage you to read?

Why has the writer begun/ended like this? 

Where would you find? What part of the text shows...? 

What is the purpose of the picture/heading/diagram etc 

How does this layout help the reader? How has this text been structured?

Why has the author used this punctuation?

	AF5

Explain and comment on writer’s use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level
Word finder

Style Seeker

Passage Seeker
	Can identify key or powerful words. 

Can comments on particular words, phrases, sentences and say how they convey meaning and make an effect.  

Can discuss the rhythm, tone, style of writing.

Can comment on devices such as repetition, onomatopoeia, metaphor, and simile. 
	What do these words tell you? 

Find three words that show...  

Why has the writer used this word/phrase/sentence?

How does the author create this feeling/mood? 

Can you find an adjective/verb/adverb that shows...? 

What is the effect of? What technique has the writer used?

	AF6

Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect of the text on the reader
Opinion Spotter

Passage Seeker

Feelings Finder
	Responds to text overall and say what they like/dislike. 

Can summarise main purpose/theme/idea. 

Can say what the writer was trying to achieve. 

Can suggest writer’s point of view.
	Did you enjoy this? Why? Which part did you enjoy most?

What did you like/not like about..?

What type of text is this?

What is the most important part?

What is the main event?

Why do you think the author wrote..? 

What effect was the writer trying to achieve? 

What is this paragraph/chapter about? 

Can you summarise? 

What does the writer want us to think? 

Are you convinced that…? Why?

	AF7

Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical context and literary traditions
Link maker

Feelings Finder

Question Finder
	Can identify genre (traditional tale, myth etc).
Can identify stereo-typed characters and settings and events (goodies and baddies, etc) and say what meaning these convey. 

Can compare text to other books, films, experiences, places. 

Can compare and contrast to other books by same author/other books of this type.
	What type of text (genre) is this?

Have you read any other books like this? 

Have you read any other books by this author? 

Does this book remind you of anything else – a book, a place, a video etc?
Have you come across a character like this before? 

How is this character like a typical hero/villain?
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